Ever since lighting became an established technology, there has been a gap between research and practice. The reason for this is simply that being established implies that the technology is readily available, widely used and well understood. So, for research to change practice, it has to have something new to offer in either technology or application. That this can be achieved is evidenced by the tsunami of LEDs now sweeping the world. However, I sense that the gap between research and practice is widening. Partly, this is due to the need for the industry to digest the major changes implied by the move to LEDs, partly it is due to the unwillingness of authoritative bodies to change their recommendations, partly it is due to the reluctance of designers to ignore these recommendations, partly it is due to researchers pursuing their interests to ever finer levels of detail and partly it is due to funders seeing research as a desirable activity in itself, regardless of its relevance to practice. For some, the last part of this list will be seen as a plea for research to be restricted to topics which have an immediate and obvious application. It is not. There is a place for both pure and applied research in light and lighting. I doubt if those who started to study the light emitting properties of semiconductor materials anticipated the revolution in light sources that is sweeping the world. But there is a balance to be struck between pure and applied research and I suspect that in some areas of lighting that balance has swung too far from the applied. If we wish to close the gap between research and practice, there is a need to identify significant problems of lighting practice and to fund research to address them. But this alone will not be enough. Researchers also need to be more active in interpreting their findings in terms that those involved in practice can understand and for authoritative bodies to be prepared to admit the limitations of their past recommendations. In this way, the impact of lighting research on practice can be increased.
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The Society of Light and Lighting is pleased to make the following awards for papers published in Lighting Research and Technology in 2017.
The Walsh-Weston Award goes to L Xia, SC Pont and I Heynderickx for their papers 'Light diffuseness metric part 1: Theory' and 'Light diffuseness metric part 2: Describing , measuring and visualizing the light flow and diffuseness in three dimensional spaces'.
The Leon Gaster Award goes to C Teunissen, FHFW van der Heijden, SHM Poort and E de Beer for their paper 'Characterising user preference for white LED light sources with CIE colour rendering index combined with a relative gamut index'.
Congratulations to all authors. 
